$2	GUIDE TO CALCUTTA,
Willfam was the 3rd son of the famous statesman—Sir
Eobert Peel. Of him. Col Malleson has well said :—c c He
was successful because he was really great; and, dying
early, he left a reputation without spot, the best inheri-
tance he could bequeath to his countrymen." He entered
the Eoyal Navy in April 1838, and was present in several
operations on the coast of Syria in 1840. After subse-
quent service in China, he passed in May 1844 an examina-
tion with "a brilliance that called forth a public eulogium
from w Sir Thomas Hastings and a very flattering notice
from "Sir Charles Napier in the House of Commons."
After varied service on the North American and West
Indian Station, he was promoted to be captain on January
10th, 1849. He then planned a journey of exploration
into the interior of Africa "with the hope of doing some-
thing to ameliorate the condition of the Negro, and of this
journey—through Khartoum to El Obeid—he has given
an account in his book—A Ride through the Nubian Desert.
It was in the Crimean War that Peel won his first great
distinctions for bravery. On October 18th, 1854, he
threw a live shell, the fuse of which was still burning, over
the parapet of his battery. Again at Inkerman, and in
the assault on the Redan he covered himself with- glory.
He was, in consequence, made a C. B., and when the
Victoria Cross was instituted, he was one of the first to wear
that much-coveted decoration. In 1856 he was sent to
China, and at Singapore heard the news of the Indian
Mutiny. Having taken Lord Elgin up to Hong Kong,
Peel's ship, the Shannon, sailed for Calcutta. "
" At Calcutta Peel formed a naval brigade. On 14th August he left
the ship with 450 men and ten 8-inch guns. At Allahabad, on SOfch
October, he was re-inforced by a party of 120 men ; and from that timfr
was present in all the principal operations of the army. The coolness
of his bravery was everywhere remarkable, and his formidable battery-
rendered the most efficient services. The huge guns were, under his
orders, mancenvered and worked as though they had been light field*
pieces. He was nominated a K. C, B. on 21st January, 1858. In the
second reKef of Lncknow on 9th March 1858 he was severely wounded
in the thigh by a mnsfcet-bullet which was cut out from the opposite
sjdeof theleg. Still very weak, he reached Oawnpore on his way to
England, and there, on20th April, he was attacked^ confluent amall-
505, of which he died on the 27th.»-?rof. J. K, Laoghtoa i-tHet,
atftm Bwg,

